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Our Lord and Savior 

 

      Now-a-days we are well aware there are many people who are taking all kinds of 

polls. So, it is not too surprising that, in our gospel this morning, we see where Jesus 

decided to take a poll Himself. He asked His disciples what other people were thinking 

about Him. 

     Well, they had a lot to report. The people thought Jesus was a real popular guy. They 

told Him – they think you are another Moses or an Elijah. They see Jesus as an honest-

to-goodness prophet. They told Jesus a lot of talk is going around about Him. And then 

Jesus focused the poll on the apostles themselves. He said, “And you…what do you 

think about me?” Well, they were caught off guard. No doubt there was a lot silence as 

they pondered His question. 

     I don’t know about you, but I have been wondering what Judas would have to say. If 

he said anything, this is probably what he would have said: “Jesus, don’t believe all the 

things they are saying about you. Forget all this “God” and “Messiah” talk and be 

serious. And if you don’t get serious, they will sweep away all the good you have done. 

Some of them will actually think they have found the Messiah in you. And – when they 

find out they are wrong – that will really go ahead and hurt you. So, keep to your same 

message and that will keep them from making a myth out of you. If they find out you 

have lied, they will do you in. Jesus, we already have a good thing going for us, so don’t 

spoil it.” 

     Then suddenly we hear another point of view. Peter stepped forward and declared, 

“Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of God. You are the Messiah, the Promised One.” 

Well, I’ll bet Judas winced at that. Peter was open to the meaning of Jesus’ presence in 

the world and it was not a case of logical thinking. No, it was a case of faith. Peter 

trusted in God and in his friend, Jesus. 

     If you were present that day and Jesus put that same question to you, what would 

your answer have been? Oh sure, you can read every book ever written about Jesus and 

you can know all about Him. But none of that will guarantee you will be a true believer. 

No, you have to discover Jesus on your own with a lot of faith in God’s grace. I hope the 

Lord will find a secure place in your heart. 



-2- 

 

     Lord, we are all great at listening to what others think and write about you. Even 

though there are many conflicting opinions, we still believe you are the Messiah and the 

Son of God. We thank you for the grace of discovering who you really are. You are our 

Lord and our Savior. Amen. 

*Inspired by Luke 9:18-22 


